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Anderson, Laurie False. Chains. Simon H Schuster, 9::K. 
LM9:N.O ;PKQ303R;:SKS3. T3R.;;. 
 U # Vn the eve of the Revolutionary )ar, Isabel and 
her little sister Ruth are Noised to be emanciNated. Their 
dying Cistress Cary Nromised them their freedom uNon her 
death, but )hen Cary[s uncaring brother comes to settle 
the estate, he instead sells Isabel and Ruth to a ne) family 
in \e) #or< Aity. The Loc<tons] Nrove cruel o)ners, and 
Isabel faces her )orst nightmare^ she and SQyear old Ruth are soon seNarated. Isabel struggles to 
maintain the over)helming resNonsibilities of <eeNing house for the Loc<tons[ under the Nhysical and 
emotional blo)s she[s been dealt. Chains is an absorbing novel about trust and betrayal, cruelty and 
<indness, and the steNs one )ill ta<e in the name of freedom. The details of daily domestic life during 
revolutionary )artime are riveting, esNecially descriNtions of the Duartering of soldiers and the e_cesses 
of the )ealthy. This is definitely not boring historical fiction, and )ould be an e_cellent accomNaniment to 
any middle school revolutionary )ar curriculum. 
Q`elly `eefer, San Leandro Public Library 
 
Aronson, Carc. 'nsettled: The Problem of Loving 8srael. binee Seo Boo<s, 9::K. L3;9N.O ;PKQ
303R;39R3M. T3K.;; 
 C Carc Aronson, author of Race: A <istory Beyond Black and White, brings an unabashedly 
Nersonal NersNective to 'nsettled, an accessible and thoughtQNrovo<ing history of the state of Israel. 
Though not Israeli himself, Aronson has strong family ties to Israel. This sortQofQinsider and sortQofQoutsider 
status gives him a good vantage Noint from )hich to interrogate the ideologies and actions that echo 
through Israel]s history. Though the story that Aronson tells is moreQorQless historically linear, the boo<]s 
chaNter titles ta<e the form of tough, Nrovocative Duestions ^ such as cAan Israel VccuNy AonDuered 
Lands and Be True To Its Idealsdc and cFo) can Israel be a Strong State, A Je)ish Fomeland, and Truly 
Democraticdc QQ that drive the telling for)ard. Vf course these Duestions cannot be ans)ered definitively 
by anyone, but through his boo< Aronson delivers an evenQhanded and full yet remar<ably clear 
e_Nloration, grounded in reverence and resNect for the ideals of the region[s beleaguered NeoNles. 
QJac< Baur, Ber<eley Public Library 
 
Blac<, Folly and \aifeh, Ted. Bin: The Cood Neighbors, Book 1. bRAPFIf, 9::K. L300N.O ;PKQ
:0M;KSSR90. T3R.;; 
 C Rue Silver]s mother has disaNNeared, and her father has been arrested under susNicion of 
<illing one of his graduate students. Things get )orse )hen Rue starts seeing things that shouldn]t be 
there QQ strange NeoNle )ith animal heads and vines that cover )hole buildings overnight. #ou see, Rue]s 
mother is a faerie, and Rue]s father bro<e a Nromise that he made to her father, The Faerie `ing, )ho is 
eager to ta<e revenge for this slight. Fo)ever, he )on]t be satisfied Nunishing Rue]s familyh he has Nlans 
for the entire human race... 
 
Folly Blac< creates an aNNealing )orld in )hich hiN, se_y humans mingle )ith magic and ancient elves, 
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and the mysterious disaNNearances that drive the story Nromise intrigue and susNense. Too bad, then, 
that this boo< Fust isnHt any good. The characters are flat and underQdeveloNed, the dialog is stilted, and 
the terrible threat that the bad faeries suNNosedly Nose is never revealed. korst of all it seems that Blac< 
has no idea ho) comics )or< as a storyQtelling medium, and the story clun<s along )ith no sense of 
Nacing or NurNose until it... ends. The boo< sNorts some moody and evocative blac<QandQ)hite art by Ted 
\aifeh, but )ith nothing to bac< it uN, it feels li<e an afterthought. 
 
If you]ve got teen readers in your library that are dying for more Folly Blac<, then by all means Nic< this 
uN. Fo)ever, there are much better fantasy comics out there and I]d advise Nushing your Natrons to)ard 
something ^ anything ^ else instead. 
QJac< Baur, Ber<eley Public Library 
 
Booth, Aoe. Bendra. Scholastic, 9::K. L9;9N.O ;PK:0M;;9SMRS. T3R.;; 
 C Living )ith her grandmother for most of her life, `endra an_iously a)aits the day her mom, 
)ho]s been a)ay at school, )ill ma<e a home for them both. But )hen her mom graduates and doesn]t 
offer to ta<e her, `endra is disaNNointed. `endra rebels against her grandmother[s strict rules and starts 
a ris<y se_ual relationshiN )ith the boy her 3SQyearQold aunt lusts after. khen her grandmother finds out, 
`endra may just get )hat she )ants. This boo< )ill aNNeal to readers interested in urban fiction. The Nlot 
is rich )ith drama common in this genre including a fight scene )here a girl[s hair )eave I s Nulled out. 
But it also has uniDue, uNlifting elements ^ `endra]s mom graduates )ith a PFD from Princetonh `endra 
designs sets for the school Nlay. The se_ is a little shoc<ing to read at first, esNecially for a freshman 
character, but it fits into the story nicely, even if the ending romance may be a little hard to believe. 
QSha)na Sherman, Fay)ard Public Library 
 
Booraem, =llen. The 'nnameables 
 Rejected 
 
Aashore, `ristin. Craceling. Farcourt. 9::K. L0P3N.O ;PK:3S9:RM;R9. T3P.:: 
 C Imagine a )orld )here NeoNle born )ith different colored eyes have sNecial abilities, lgraces.m 
Some NeoNle are amaning s)immers, others are talented chefs. Lady `atsa[s grace is that she can <ill 
anyone barehanded. `atsa[s uncle uses her as an enforcer to ma<e his subjects bend to his )ill. `atsa 
meets another graced Nerson and )ho causes `atsa to Duestion her destiny. The )riting is suburb and 
)ill have the reader begging for more. Do not desNair, the author Nlans to )rite a comNanion novel in the 
future. Fans of Tamora Pierce[s novels )ill be mesmerined by this ne) author. 
QSarah La Torra, Red)ood Aity Library 
 
Aohn, Rachel. You Bnow Where to Find Le. Simon H Schuster Boo<s for #oung Readers, 9::K. L9:0N.O 
;PKQ:RKQ;KPQKS;R. T3S.;;. 
 U C After the suicide death of her cousin and best friend Q the beautiful, smart and rich Laura ^ 
Ciles begins a do)n)ard sNiral that alarms the NeoNle around her. Vver)eight, drugQaddicted and 
caustic, Ciles is not haNNy and is determined to remain that )ay. This is a difficult boo< to read, as Aohn 
brilliantly Nortrays Ciles[ feelings of sadness and anger. The Nlot is slim, this boo< is mostly about 
character develoNment, and Ciles isn[t a Narticularly li<able character. A tough sell to the casual reader, 
nevertheless this boo< )ould be good for any teen )ho has had a close encounter )ith this <ind of loss. 
QCarie Richardson, Aity of Countain +ie) Public Library. 
 
Aollins, #vonne. Cirl v. Boy. FyNerion Boo<s. 9::K. LM9:N.O ;PK309M3:3SP0. T3S.;; 
 U Luisa Peren is not interested in school sNirith in fact her friends and she avoid all e_traQcurricular 
activities if Nossible. Fo)ever, )hen her =nglish teacher as<s her to )rite for an anonymous column she 
becomes intimately involved in school activities. In a story )here boys are Nitted versus girls, readers )ill 
laugh out loud at the different Noints of vie). This light read )ill engage a )ide range of readers. 
QSarah La Torra, Red)ood Aity Library 
 



Ahima, Ainda killiams. Nragon <eir. FyNerion Boo<s for Ahildren. 9::K. L0;;N.O ;PK309M33:P:S. 
T3P.;; 
 U Nragon <eir is the concluding novel in the karrior Feir trilogyh ho)ever, this is a standalone 
story. Jason Faley is loo<ing for a )ay to stand out, )hile Cadison Coss just )ants to be normal. In a 
magical )orld that e_its in our )orld, events are coming to a head in the small to)n of Trinity, Vhio. There 
)ill be a battle bet)een those )ho believe in free )ill and those )ho )ant a traditional feudal society. As 
the story Nrogresses ne) challenges and revelations <eeN the reader on the edge of her seatoa story that 
is )ell )orth the Nage length.  
QSarah La Torra, Red)ood Aity Library 
 
Duey, `athleen. Skin <unger. Simon Pulse, 9::K. LMRKN.O ;PKQ:RK;K0:;00. TK.;; 
 # Skin <unger is an intriguing fantasy novel Lthe first in an aNNarent trilogyO that tells Narallel 
narratives to introduce readers to a mysterious, magical )orld. Vne story focuses on Sadima, a teenage 
girl )ith the ability to tal< to animals, )ho <eeNs house for t)o asNiring magicians )or<ing secretly in a 
time )hen magic has been outla)ed. The other is about FahN, a young boy born generations after 
Sadima, )ho is fighting to stay alive in a dar< and dangerous underground school for magicians. 
 
This boo< is full of comNelling mysteries and heroes that teens )ill relate to. I li<ed the )ay that the t)o 
stories )ere develoNed through alternating chaNters, though the abruNt s)itching may thro) off some 
readers. khile the boo< )as generally )ellQ)ritten, much about the )orld that the characters inhabited 
remained hidden or underQdeveloNed by its end, )hich came abruNtly and seemingly arbitrarily. Still, I )as 
left hungry for the ne_t in the series, )hich sadly )on]t be out until Augustp 
 
Vh, and as for the title, I still don[t <no) )hat cS<in Fungerc means, but it sure sounds creeNyp 
QJac< Baur, Ber<eley Public Library 
 
breen, John. Paper Towns. Dutton Boo<s. 9::K. LM:SN.O ;PK:S9S0PK3KK. T3P.;; 
 C quentin is in love )ith his neighbor Cargo. They used to be good friends )hen they )ere young, 
but as they gre) older they )ent their seNarate )ays. Vne night Cargo sho)s uN at quentin[s )indo) and 
dra)s him into an insane series of Nran<s to get bac< at her e_Qboyfriend. khen she disaNNears, quentin 
must follo) the clues she left behind to find her. Vnce again John breen uses )it and humor to deliver a 
fascinating love story. Some se_ issues might ma<e this a boo< more aNNroNriate for older readers. 
QSarah La Torra, Red)ood Aity Library 
 
Faddi_, Cargaret Petterson. Palace of Lirrors. Simon H Schuster Boo<s for #oung Readers. 9::K. 
L9;PN.O ;PK303R;M;3SM. T3R.;; 
 # Palace of Lirrors is a comNanion story to Qust Ella. Aecilia has <no)n all her life that she is the 
true Nrincess of Suala. She has trained and studied to one day ta<e the thro)n )hen the time is right. 
The only Nroblem is there are 33 other ltrue Nrincesses.m Fans of Ella Enchanted )ill enjoy this tale of 
intrigue and strong females. khile the story is lac<ing some)hat on setting, the )ell develoNed 
characters and Nlot )ill <eeN the reader interested.  
QSarah La Torra, Red)ood Aity Library 
 
FoN<ins, =llen. 8dentical. Cc=lderry Boo<s, 9::K. LSRSN.O ;PK303R;S::S;. T3P.;; 
 C `aeleigh and Raeanne are identical t)in sisters )ho have very different )ays of dealing )ith a 
family trauma of se_ual abuse. `aeleigh retreats inside herselfh she reluctantly acDuiesces to the 
advances of her molesting father and tries to be a good girl. Raeanne )ishes `aeleigh )ould fight for 
herselfh she smothers her feelings about the family trauma )ith drugs, alcohol and Nromiscuous se_. It[s 
imNerative that they <eeN the family secret because their mother is running for Aongress. But )hat is the 
secret and can they sustain it foreverd In Identical, =llen FoN<ins once again )rites a boo< tac<ling the 
dar<est of teen issues@ se_ual abuse, drug use, and Nsychological trauma. Told from both girl[s Noint of 
vie), in FoN<ins[ trademar< verse, the boo< offers insight into the deeNest feelings of both girls )ith 



clever shaNe Noetry and transitions bet)een chaNters that sho) ho) the t)o girls, )hile different, may 
really be the same. This boo< is not for the faint hearted. 
QSha)na Sherman, Fay)ard Public Library 
 
Lin<, `elly. Pretty Lonsters. +i<ing Juvenile, 9::K. L0::N.O ;PKQ:RP::3:;:S. T3;.;; 
 C `elly Lin< is a magician, Nlaying solely by her o)n strict but inscrutable rules. Fer t)isty, 
e_ceedingly binarre stories may seem li<e simNle Nrose, but they are actually oNenings to other )orlds, 
brimming )ith fantastic Nossibility and strea<ed )ith blac< humor. She]s one of those )riters ^ li<e Jorge 
Luis Borges or PhiliN `. Dic< or \eil baiman ^ )hose stories are li<e Nunnles that are never e_actly solved 
but still feel Fust right in some secret )ay. 
 
Included in this collection of short stories are@ a )annabe Noet )ho digs uN his dead girlfriend to recover 
some Noetry to discover a stranger in her graveh a magical to)n that ta<es refuge in an old )oman]s 
handbagh )ere)olves reading stories about humans reading stories about )ere)olvesh a selfQabsorbed 
soccer aficionado loc<ed in Duarantine )hen the aliens comeh a television sho) that might not actually 
e_ist about librarians loc<ed in magical combat. Fighly recommended for brave readers )ith a taste for 
something )ell beyond normal. DV \VT CISS the story cCagic for Beginnerspc  
QJac< Baur, Ber<eley Public Library 
 
Coses, Sheila P. JoseNh. Cargaret `. LcElderry, 9::K. L3PRN.O ;PKQ303R;3PS9R. T3R.;; 
 # 3SQyear old JoseNh Flood has it hard. Fe is homeless, his dad is fighting in IraD, and his mother 
is a crac< addict )ho seems bent on destroying any shot at haNNiness either she or her son have. JoseNh 
seems li<e a great <id ^ li<ed by his teachers, good at tennis, able to ma<e friends and <eeN out of 
trouble ^ but he is constantly living )ith shame over his mother, and the fear that others )ill find out he]s 
living in a shelter. Fis )ellQtoQdo aunt is ready to ta<e him, but JoseNh is afraid of )hat )ill haNNen to his 
mother if he leaves her on the streets alone. 
 
This is obviously a boo< )ith Big Issues on its mind. JoseNh]s character is interesting because the torrent 
of emotions that he feels around his mother]s bad behavior ^ anger, disgust, shame ^ is temNered by a 
strong sense of devotion that he feels to)ards her. As much as he )ants his life to get better, he is not 
)illing to leave her )ithout helN, and his feelings to)ard her vacillate constantly creating a griNNing inner 
conflict. Sadly, the boo< also has overly simNlistic )riting and, desNite his interesting emotional life, 
JoseNh is never a Narticularly convincing character. Fe]s suNNosed to be 3S but he sNea<s and acts more 
li<e an KQyear old and though he tal<s about the burden of resNonsibility, )e never see him ta<e any. That 
the boo< ends haNNily )ithout JoseNh ever having to ma<e a choice about the life he )anted )as 
esNecially disaNNointing. So this one]s a mi_edQbag@ an intriguing Nremise that many teens )ill LsadlyO 
relate to, a totally Nhony teen voice, and a boo< that shir<s the very resNonsibilities that it hoNes to 
illuminate. 
QJac< Baur, Ber<eley Public Library 
 
\or)ich, brace. Naniel Radcliffe: No Ordinary Wizard. SHS, 9::K. L33KN.O ;PK303R;RPP39. TS.;;. 
 # kritten in the style of a lTiger Beatm maganine article, this effusive biograNhy of actor Daniel 
Radcliffe )ill be NoNular but not meaningful ^ emNty calories for fans. But teen girls deserve to have their 
boo< eDuivalent of jun< food once in a )hile, and this )ill serve. The te_t covers his life, )ith most of the 
focus on his movieQma<ing as the title character in the lFarry Potterm series, but it also mentions his 
stage success in l=Duus.m There is an eightQNage insert of color Nhotos on glossy NaNer that may 
disaNNear more Duic<ly than Farry under the Invisibility Aloa<. 
QPenny Pec<, San Leandro Public Library 
 
Vlsen, Ashley and CaryQ`ate. 8nfluence. RanorbilliPenguin, 9::K. L9P9N.O ;PK:RP::PMMK9. TM;.;S. 
 BiA The Vlsen t)ins, former child actors, are no) in their r9:[s and seem to sNend more time in 
the tabloids than they do on T+ or in films.  This coffee table boo< comNrises t)enty intervie)s they 
conducted )ith fashion icons considered to have linfluence,m )hich is the meaning of the title.  A fe) are 



household names li<e designers Diane +on Furstenberg and `arl Lagerfeld, others are NhotograNhers, 
)riters, models, and artists. The intervie)s are set do)n in simNle Duestion and ans)er format, as if they 
)ere transcribed from a taNe recording, )ith the Vlsens[ dialogue in one font and the subject[s ans)er in 
anotherh you learn as much about the Vlsens as you do the Nerson they are intervie)ing. Li<e a museum 
e_hibit in boo< form, there are abundant color and bH) Nhotos Nertaining to each of the NeoNle 
intervie)ed, including ne) Nhotos, archival Nhotos, and Nhotos of their )or<. This )ill be of interest to 
adults as )ell as teens, esNecially those interested in modern art and fashion design. 
QPenny Pec<, San Leandro Public Library 
 
Sitomer, Alan La)rence. The Secret Story of Sonia Rodriguez. FyNerion, 9::K. LM39N.O ;PK309M33:P9;. 
T3P.;; 
 C Aoo<ing, cleaning, and helNing a bedQridden mother leaves Sonia Rodriguen no time to do the 
one thing that[s really imNortant to her@ concentrate on school. In her culture, familia is more imNortant 
than anything else, so even though her brothers and uncle sit on the coach )hile she does all the )or<, 
Sonia must suc< it uN and be the good Ce_ican girl she[s e_Nected to be. It[s the least she can do for her 
father )ho )or<s t)o jobs to <eeN the family afloat. Thro) in other distractions li<e a Nredatory uncle and 
a Notential love affair )ith a neighborhood boy@ )ill Sonia ever finish high schoold The Secret Story of 
Sonia Rodriguen tells a story of Ce_ican immigrants that is not often told in #oung Adult Literature. And 
even )ith its small faults !!QQ Sonia[s hermetic life seems a bit unrealistic and her Notential amore sNea<s 
in unbelievable syruNy language ^ the boo< is a must have for all collections. 
QSha)na Sherman, Fay)ard Public Library 
 
Uehashi, \aho<o. Loribito: The Cuardian of the Spirit. Arthur A. Levine Boo<s, 9::K. L9P9N.O ;PKQ
:S0S::S09S. T3P.;; 
 # Balsa is a bodyguardQforQhire, )andering through feudal JaNan in search of redemNtion. After 
she boldly rescues the young Nrince Ahagum from a raging river, Balsa is hired to Nrotect him from a 
myriad of threats. #ou see, Ahagum is the Coribito, guardian of eggs that a )ater sNirit Nlanted in his 
body. The e_istence of this sNirit undermines his family[s claim to the throne, so Ahagum[s father, the 
emNeror, disNatches his secret army of assassins to <ill the boy, Fo)ever, if the sNirit]s eggs cannot 
hatch, the )hole <ingdom )ill face a disastrous drought. And then there is also eggQeating monster, 
Rarunga, )ho hasn]t had a decent meal in 3:: yearst It]s uN to Balsa to Nrotect the Nrince from these 
human and suNernatural dangers and save the <ingdom. 
 
This beautifully designed novel is the first in a series of ten novels that have earned a large follo)ing in 
JaNan over the Nast decade, and its story has been adaNted into both anime and manga. It offers an 
intriguing and multiQfaceted Nlot, )ellQdeveloNed characters, and breathQta<ing action scenes. The )orld 
of the novel feels full and alive, as much time is sNent develoNing the histories and cosmologies of the 
NeoNle that inhabit it. Best of all though, Balsa is a great heroineh Nractical, smart, and symNathetic )hile 
also being brave and a formidable fighter. Teen readers are guaranteed to fall for this boo< and clamor 
for the rest of this series.  
QJac< Baur, Ber<eley Public Library 
 
+olNoni, Paul. The <and YouUre Nealt. Atheneum, 9::K. L3RKN.O ;PK303R;M;K;0. T3R.;;. 
 U Sure to engage reluctant readers LesNecially teen malesO, this brief, fastQNaced story concerns a 
high school student nic<named Fuc<, )ho is out to beat his math teacher at a church charity No<er 
tournament. At sta<e is a )rist )atch, that Nasses each year from tournament )inner to the ne) 
chamNion, )hich the teacher too< off Fuc<[s father )ho )as in the hosNital in a coma. Although there is a 
lot of cursing, younger teens and those that read belo) grade level )ill find this an easy NageQturner. The 
math teacher resembles Nrofessional No<er Nlayer and lbad boym Phil Fellmuth Lboth are married to 
Nsychologists and act immaturelyO, and the descriNtions of the No<er hands sound authentic. A good boo< 
to recommend to teen boys )ho don[t li<e reading, young No<er or sNorts fans, and teens loo<ing for 
lshort fiction boo<s.m 



QPenny Pec<, San Leandro Public Library 
 
kasserman, Robin. Skinned. Simon Pulse. 9::K. LMR3N.O ;PK303R;MRM0M. T3S.;; 
 U In the future, )hen a young Nerson is fatally injured, their brains can be ldo)nloadedm in a 
comNuter housed in a mechanical body. These machines loo< human but are not fully acceNted in 
society. Lia `ahn )as in a terrible accident that fatally burned her body. Fer Narents decided to undergo 
this Nrocedure to lsavem their daughter. Lia, once NoNular, must deal )ith losing her friends, her 
boyfriend, and the life she <ne). This comNelling story )ill find reader[s aNNeal )ith fans of Scott 
kesterfeld[s 'glies. 
QSarah La Torra, Red)ood Aity Library 


